19V
GREAT BOOKS

SYNOPSES, QUIZZES, & TESTS
FOR INDEPENDENT READING

BONNIE A. HELMS

J. Weston Walch, Publisher

Portland, Maine



Contents

Letter indication before each title refers to the reading level: Easy, Medium, or
Difficult. Answer keys for the tests in each section appear at the end of that

section.

TO THE TEACHER «i
UNIT 1
Soldiers, Pirates,and Knights—Tales of Adventure and Survival
SYNOPSES 3-7
QUIZZES AND TESTS
E  Born Free Joy Adamson 8
M  The Red Badge of Courage Stephen Crane 10
M  The African Queen C.S. Forester 12
D  Green Dolphin Street Elizabeth Goudge 14
E  The Call of the Wild Jack London 16
M Day of Infamy Walter Lord 18
E A Night to Remember Walter Lord 20
D  Moby Dick Herman Melville 22
E  Never Cry Wolf Farley Mowat 24
M All Quiet on the Western Front Erich Maria Remarque 26
D Rabble in Arms Kenneth Roberts 28
M  Ivanhoe Sir Walter Scott 30
E  Treasure Island Robert Louis Stevenson 32
D  The Once and Future King T.H. White 34
M  The Virginian Owen Wister 36
ANSWER KEYS 39
UNIT 2
Coming of Age—The Maturation of Self
SYNOPSES 47-52
QUIZZES AND TESTS
M When the Legends Die Hal Borland 53
M  Jane Eyre Charlotte Bronté 55
M  Great Expectations Charles Dickens 57
E  The Summer of My German Soldier Bette Greene 59
E Tex S.E. Hinton 61
D  The Metamorphosis Franz Kafka 63
E A Separate Peace John Knowles 65
M Christy Catherine Marshall 67
M  The Heart is a Lonely Hunter Carson McCullers 69
M  The Member of the Wedding Carson McCullers 71
M  The Chosen Chaim Potok 73
M  The Catcher in the Rye J.D. Salinger 75
E  Shane Jack Schaefer 77
E  The Odd Couple Neil Simon 79
D  Rabbit, Run John Updike 81
M  Macho Edmund Villasenor 83
ANSWER KEYS 85



UNIT 3

The Imagined Past—History in Fiction

SYNOPSES
QUIZZES AND TESTS

Elizabeth the Queen

Becket

A Tale of Two Cities

April Morning

Cimarron

The Great Gatsby

Johnny Tremain

The Lion in Winter

The House of the Seven Gables
The Scarlet Letter

The Country of the Pointed Firs
Doctor Zhivago

The Winthrop Woman

Exodus

The Friendly Persuasion

The Caine Mutiny Court-Martial

ANSWER KEYS

TWOUU0UUZX0U0ULHZILIWMOZX

UNIT 4

Maxwell Anderson

Jean Anouilh
Charles Dickens
Howard Fast
Edna Ferber

F. Scott Fitzgerald
Esther Forbes
James Goldman

Nathaniel Hawthorne
Nathaniel Hawthorne

Sarah Orne Jewett
Boris Pasternak
Anya Seton

Leon Uris
Jessamyn West
Herman Wouk

Other Worlds and Future Times—Tales of Fantasy

and Science Fiction
SYNOPSES
QUIZZES AND TESTS

The Fantastic Voyage

Fahrenheit 451

Harvey

2001: A Space Odyssey

Blithe Spirit

Alas, Babylon

Stranger in a Strange Land

Lost Horizon

Brave New World

The Lion, the Witch, and
the Wardrobe

A Canticle for Leibowitz

The Hobbit

ANSWER KEYS

Mmoo mgm

X0

Isaac Asimov
Ray Bradbury
Mary Chase
Arthur C. Clarke
Noel Coward
Pat Frank
Robert Heinlein
James Hilton
Aldous Huxley
C.S. Lewis

Walter Miller
J.R.R. Tolkien

95-100

101
103
105
107
109
111
113
115
117
119
121
123
125
127
129
131

133

143-146

147
149
151
153
155
157
159
161
163
165

167
169
171



UNIT 5
In Search of Conscience—The Literature of Social Issues

SYNOPSES

QUIZZES AND TESTS

E  To Sir With Love E.R. Braithwaite

M  The Good Earth Pearl Buck

E  The Chocolate War Robert Cormier

M I Am the Cheese Robert Cormier

E  The Autobiography Ernest ]. Gaines

of Miss Jane Pittman

M  Black Like Me John Howard Griffin

M A Raisin in the Sun Lorraine Hansbury

M  The Little Foxes Lillian Hellman

E  Inherit the Wind Jerome Lawrence and
Robert E. Lee

M  To Kill a Mockingbird Harper Lee

M Main Street Sinclair Lewis

M  The Crucible Arthur Miller

E  Animal Farm George Orwell

M  Cry, the Beloved Country Alan Paton

M  Twelve Angry Men Reginald Rose

M A Majority of One Leonard Spigelgass

E  The Hiding Place Corrie Ten Boom

D Native Son Richard Wright

ANSWER KEYS
UNIT 6

The Triumph of the Spirit—Overcoming Handicaps

SYNOPSES

QUIZZES AND TESTS

E  Strong at the Broken Places Max Cleland

E I Heard the Owl Call My Name Margaret Craven

E  Ice Castles Leonore Fleischer

M  The Miracle Worker William Gibson

M I Never Promised You a Rose Garden = Joanne Greenberg

M  Ordinary People Judith Guest

M  Death Be Not Proud John Gunther

M  Susan’s Story Susan Hampshire

E  The Old Man and the Sea Ernest Hemingway

M  Flowers for Algernon Daniel Keyes

M  Eric Doris Lund

E  Requiem for a Heavyweight Rod Serling

E  One Day in the Life of Alexander Solzhenitsyn

Ivan Denisovich

M  Cannery Row John Steinbeck

E  The Pearl John Steinbeck

E  On Golden Pond Ernest Thompson

M  The Other Side of the Mountain E.G. Valens

E  The Bridge of San Luis Rey Thornton Wilder

M  The Skin of Our Teeth Thornton Wilder

ANSWER KEYS

il

179-184

185
187
189
191
193

195
197
199
201

203
205
207
209
211
213
215
217
219

221

233-239

240
242
244
246
248
250
252
254
256
258
260
262
264

266
268
270
272
274
276

279



UNIT 7

The Top of the Ladder—Stories of Professional
Success and Achievement

SYNOPSES

QUIZZES AND TESTS

M Life and Death in a Coral Sea Jacques-Yves Cousteau

M  Babe: the Legend Comes to Life Robert W. Creamer

M Citizen Tom Paine Howard Fast

E I Always Wanted to Be Somebody Althea Gibson

M  All Creatures Great and Small James Herriot

M  Teacher: Anne Sullivan Macy Helen Keller

M  Joseph Joyce Landorf

M Auntie Mame _ Jerome Lawrence and
Robert E. Lee

E  The Contender Robert Lipsyte

D My Life Golda Meir

M  Death of a Salesman Arthur Miller

M  The Greatest Story Ever Told Fulton Oursler

E  The Teahouse of the August Moon John Patrick

M  The Paper Lion George Plimpton

D My Name is Asher Lev Chaim Potok

M  The Camera Newver Blinks Dan Rather with
Mickey Herskowitz

E  Go Up for Glory Bill Russell

E  Anchorwoman Jessica Savitch

E  Babe Didrikson: The World’s Gene Schoor

Greatest Woman Athlete

M  Pygmalion George Bernard Shaw

E  The Prime of Miss Jean Brodie Muriel Spark

M  The Playboy of the Western World John M. Synge

D  The House of Mirth Edith Wharton

ANSWER KEYS
UNIT 8

Who Done It???—Tales of the Dark and Mysterious

SYNOPSES

QUIZZES AND TESTS

M The Innocents William Archibald

M  The Chalk Garden Enid Bagnold

E  Where Are the Children? Mary Higgins Clark

E  And Then There Were None Agatha Christie

M  The Mousetrap Agatha Christie

E Jamaica Inn Daphne Du Maurier

M  Rebecca Daphne Du Maurier

M  Angel Street (Gas Light) Patrick Hamilton

M  Arsenic and Old Lace Joseph Kesselring

M  Cloud of Witness Dorothy L. Sayers

E  Nine Coaches Waiting Mary Stewart

ANSWER KEYS

291-298

299
301
303
305
307
309
311
313

315
317
319
321
323
325
327
329

331
333
335

337
339
341
343

345

357-360

361
363
365
367
369
371
373
375
377
379
381

383



UNIT 9
Relived Memories—Childhood Remembered

SYNOPSES 391-394
QUIZZES AND TESTS
D A Death in the Family James Agee 395
M Little Women Louisa May Alcott 397
E I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings Maya Angelou 399
M My Antonia Willa Cather 401
E  Cheaper by the Dozen Frank Gilbreth Jr. and 403
Ernestine Gilbreth Carey
E Life With Father Howard Lindsay and 405
Russel Crouse
D How Green Was My Valley Richard Llewellyn 407
M  The Learning Tree Gordon Parks 409
E A Day No Pigs Would Die Robert Newton Peck 411
M Owur Town Thornton Wilder 413
M  The Glass Menagerie Tennessee Williams 415
M  The Effect of Gamma Rays on Paul Zindel 417
Man-in-the-Moon Marigolds
ANSWER KEYS 419
UNIT 10
Moonlight and Roses—Tales of Love and Romance
SYNOPSES 427-429
QUIZZES AND TESTS
D  Pride and Prejudice Jane Austen 430
D  Wuthering Heights Emily Bronté 432
M  Madame Bovary Gustave Flaubert 434
M  The Peacock Spring Rumer Godden 436
D  The Return of the Native Thomas Hardy 438
E  Mistress of Mellyn Victoria Holt 440
E  The Beloved Invader Eugenia Price 442
M  Ethan Frome Edith Wharton 444
ANSWER KEYS 447

SUPPLEMENTAL BIBLIOGRAPHY 451

ix



NAME DATE

Born Free by Joy Adamson

Place a (+) before each statement that is true and a (0) before each statement that
is false.

1. Elsa’s mother was killed by another lion.

2. Part of George Adamson’s job was to protect the wild animals of Kenya
from poachers.

— 3. Elsa was the largest and strongest of the three lion cubs that the Adamsons
found.

4. Elsa’s two sisters were sold to a European zoo.

On the safari to Lake Rudolphe, Elsa and the donkeys got along very
peacefully.

S

Elsa loved the water and was an excellent swimmer.
Elsa was the only wild animal that the Adamsons ever domesticated as a pet.

Elephants posed the greatest single danger to Elsa when she was a cub.

© ® N o

When the group went on safari into the mountains, Elsa adapted well to the
colder climate.

_ 10. Whenever she was nervous or upset, Elsa would lick Mrs. Adamson’s

hands.

—#  11. When the Adamsons released her for the first time, Elsa was able to adapt
easily to life in the wilds.

— 12, Whenever she traveled with the Adamsons, Elsa usually rode on top of their
truck.

13, When Mrs. Adamson returned to Kenya from England, Elsa did not
recognize her.

_ 14, The Adamsons left Elsa alone in the wilds when they were satisfied that she
could kill to feed herself.

_ 15. Elsa liked to have her picture taken.

_ 16. Elsa was the first lion raised in captivity who ever survived a return to the
wilds.

_17. Elsa was generally more friendly toward the African natives than she was
toward Europeans.

— 18, When George went to visit Elsa, he knew that the lion was coming by the
noise that the birds made.

— 19. Elsa’s return to the wild was complete when she gave birth to cubs.

— 20. When the book was written, Elsa had been living in the wilds for three years.

©1986 J. Weston Walch, Publisher 150 Great Books



NAME DATE

Born Free by Joy Adamson
Answer each of the following questions in two or three complete sentences.

1. Under what circumstances did the Adamsons adopt the three lion cubs?

2. How did Elsa’s size and weight become a problem for her human family?

3. Why were the African natives so afraid of the lions?

4. Why did the first attempt to release Elsa fail?

5. What conflicting emotions did Joy Adamson experience as she and George tried to
teach Elsa to live free?

CHALLENGE

Describe the conflict that Elsa faced between her affection for her human “family” and her
own instincts as a wild lion.

©1986 J. Weston Walch, Publisher 150 Great Books
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The Red Badge of Courage by Stephen Crane

Correctly complete each sentence with information from the novel.

1. The nickname given to Jim Conklin is

2. Henry Fleming enlisted in the army because

3. Most of Henry’s ideas about war came from

4. During the first weeks, the regiment’s military maneuvers consisted mainly of ___

5. During his first battle, Henry

6. Internal plot means that much of the story’s action takes place

7. Before the battle, Wilson gives Henry

8. When Crane calls war “the great blood-swollen god,” he is using a figure of speech

called

9. After he is helped back to his regiment, Henry is cared for by

10. The death of is Henry’s first real encounter with the
brutality of war.

11. The tattered man kept asking Henry, ”

12. The colors of Nature in the novel are

13. *The side looked as if it had been chewed by wolves,” describes

14. The generals refer to Henry’s regiment as

15. Henry is wounded when

16. The phrase “a red badge of courage” means

17. 'When Henry’s regiment charges the enemy, the men fail because

18. Henry and Wilson become heroes in the second battle when

19. The capture of the enemy flag represents

20. When the battle is over, Henry’s feelings may be described as

©1986 J. Weston Walch, Publisher 150 Great Books
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The Red Badge of Courage by Stephen Crane

Answer each of the following questions in two or three sentences.

1. How does the actual battle differ from the ideas that Henry had about fighting?

2. What question does Henry keep asking himself?

3. Why does Crane use names like, “the youth, the loud soldier, and the tall soldier?”’

4. What does this novel have to say about the effect of combat on fighting men?

CHALLENGE
What does The Red Badge of Courage show about the importance of human brotherhood?

©1986 J. Weston Walch, Publisher 150 Great Books
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Correctly complete each sentence with information from the novel.

10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.

20.

The African Queen by C.S. Forester

Allnutt had worked for

DATE

Rose leaves the mission after the death of

The German commander for central Africa was

Rose’s job on the African Queen is mainly

Rose gets rid of Allnutt’s liquor by

The African Queen is in greatest danger from the Germans when she passes

The river they navigate is named the

The most exciting part of their journey was

Rose and Allnutt constantly had to go on shore for supplies of

Allnutt’s biggest accomplishment was being able to repair

Rose wanted to blow up the German ship because

The most difficult part of the journey was pulling the boat through

Both Rose and Allnutt became ill with

They first saw the Konigen Luise when the ship

Allnutt made the torpedoes from

Instead of hanging Allnutt and Rose, the Germans

The African Queen’s attack fails when

The Konigen Luise is destroyed by

The English commander intends to send Rose

At the end of the novel, Rose and Allnutt

©1986 J. Weston Walch, Publisher

150 Great Books
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The African Queen by C.S. Forester

Answer the following questions in two or three complete sentences.

1. How had the arrival of the Germans destroyed the work at the mission?

2. How does Rose come to life as she begins the voyage on the African Queen?

3. Why does Allnutt follow Rose’s leadership so willingly?

4. For what two reasons is Rose so determined to complete the voyage down the river?

5. Why is the trip below the rapids so much more difficult than the run through the
rapids?

CHALLENGE
Write an essay describing the character development of Rose Sayer. How does her expe-
rience on the river totally change her personality?

©1986 J. Weston Walch, Publisher 150 Great Books
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Green Dolphin Street by Elizabeth Goudge

Select the letter of the word or phrase which correctly completes each statement.

____ 1. Thestoryopens (A)on Marguerite’s birthday (B) on Sophie’s wedding day
(C) on the day William and his father arrive on the island (D) on the day of
the military review.

2. Edmond Ozanne (A)is a doctor (B) works mainly among the poor (C) was
once in love with Sophie (D) all of the above.

3. Themoney for William’s navy career came from (A) the government (B) his
mother (C) his father (D) Octavius.

____ 4. Asachild, Marianne’s characteristics included all of the following except:
(A) determination (B) sewing skill (C) submissiveness (D) intelligence.

___ 5. Marguerite first visits the convent on the rocks (A) to make a contribution
to charity (B) to seek spiritual advice (C) to escape from the rising tide (D) to
tour the old buildings.

6. William’s talk with Marguerite on the Orion is interrupted by (A) Margue-
rite’s father (B) Marianne’s meddling (C) news of William’s father’s death
(D) news of war.

7. William gets separated from his ship (A) in Shanghai (B)in Hong Kong (C)
in Australia (D) in Liverpool.

8. Wiilliam’sfirst wealth in New Zealand comes from (A) sheep (B) lumber (C)
coal (D) furs.

9. Wiilliam asks for the wrong bride because (A) he has been drinking (B) he is
interrupted while he is writing (C) he feels obligated to Marianne for her
help (D) he cannot remember which girl he loves.

__ 10. The time span between William’s departure from England and his sending
for a wife is about (A) ten years (B) five years (C) two years (D) six months.

_11. Tai Haruru was (A) William’s partner (B) an Englishman who had lived
with the natives (C) Timothy Haslam (D) all of the above.

___ 12. 'When the Green Dolphin was wrecked, all were saved except (A) Nat (B) Old
Nick (C) Captain O’Hara (D) the first mate.

___ 13, The Ozannes made money in all of the following except (A) lumber (B)
sheep herding (C) railroading (D) gold mining.

___ 14. The strongest link between Marguerite and William was (A) the letter (B)
Veronique (C) the necklace (D) the small wooden mouse.

__15. The Ozannes escape being murdered by (A) the arrival of the British soldiers
(B) disguising themselves as natives (C) the rescue attempts of Kelley (D)
the arrival of the Green Dolphin.

___ 16. Marguerite returns to the island when (A) her father dies (B) her mother
dies (C) she becomes Superior of the convent (D) she first takes her vows as
a nun.

___ 17. The best example of total unselfishness is provided by (A) Samuel and
Suzanna Kelley (B) Veronique (C) John Ogilvie (D) William.

___ 18. Marianne finds out the truth about William’s feelings for Marguerite (A)at
the convent (B) on the sheep ranch (C) on the Green Dolphin (D) after their
return to the island.

—_19. Marianne’s feelings for William throughout the entire story may best be

described as (A) love (B) pity (C) adoration (D) possessiveness.

20. The novel’s plot spans about (A) fifteen years (B) twenty years (C) thirty

years (D) fifty years.

©1986 J. Weston Walch, Publisher 150 Great Books
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Green Dolphin Street by Elizabeth Goudge

Answer each of the following questions in two or three complete sentences.

1. How does Marianne’s visit to the Green Dolphin when she is a girl completely change

her life?

2. Under what circumstances does William first arrive in New Zealand?

3. How does Marguerite show great strength after William’s marriage to Marianne?

4. In what ways is Veronique more like her father than she is like her mother?

5. How are Marguerite and Marianne finally reconciled?

CHALLENGE
Throughout the entire novel, Marianne shows great stubbornness and determination.
Write an essay describing how this attitude is both an asset and a liability. How does this
determination help her to survive? How does this attitude also become a source of pain,
both to herself and to others?

©1986 J. Weston Walch, Publisher 150 Great Books
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The Call of the Wild by Jack London

Place a (+) before each statement that is true and a (0) before each statement that
is false.

__ 1. Buck was part St. Bernard and part Alaskan Husky.
__ 2. Buck was stolen from his owner and sent north to be a sled dog.

—___ 3. The man with the red sweater taught Buck how to pull evenly in the sled
harness.

4. Perrault and Francois carried mail and documents for the Canadian
government.

Buck had to battle Dave to establish his leadership in the team.
Sol-leks was a dog who was blind in one eye.
Perrault and Francois abused their sled dogs.

The sled dogs were fed a diet of basically fish.

© ® N oW

Hal and Charles were very experienced in the handling of dog teams.

— 10. Buck and his mates were sold cheaply because all the dogs were exhausted
from too much work and too little rest.

__ 11. Dave was shot by his owners because he refused to stay in harness.
__ 12. Charles and Hal died with their team when the sled fell through the ice.
_ 13. Buck was the only dog of the original team who survived.

__ 14, Buckloved John Thornton in the same way that he had loved the Judge in
California.

_15. Buck saved Thornton’s life twice.

___ 16. Thornton won his bet that Buck could pull a sled loaded with five hundred
pounds of flour.

__ 17. Buck expressed his love for Thornton by nuzzling Thornton’s neck.

__ 18. Buck began to respond more and more to the call of his own primitive
nature.

______19. Thornton and his partners were killed by other miners who wanted to steal
their claim.

__ 20. Buck never returned to the spot where Thornton had died.

©1986 J. Weston Walch, Publisher 150 Great Books
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The Call of the Wild by Jack London

Answer each of the following questions in two or three complete sentences.

1.

How did Buck’s treatment on the ranch contrast with the treatment that he received
from his new masters?

In what ways did Buck adapt quickly to his new life?

How did Buck finally win the leadership of the team?

In what ways did Buck show his love for Thornton?

Why did Buck totally revert to the wildness of his ancestry?

CHALLENGE

Write an essay describing how Jack London uses personification, giving human characteris-
tics to an animal, in developing the character of Buck.

©1986 J. Weston Walch, Publisher 150 Great Books
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Day of Infamy by Walter Lord

Place a (+) before each statement that is true and a (0) before each statement that
is false.

1. All of the Pacific Fleet’s battleships were in port when the Japanese attack
came.

— 2. The]Japanese attackers were helped by many Japanese residents of Hawaii.

— 3. When theJapanese fleet left port, every man on board knew where the ships
were headed.

—— 4. Sunday was selected for the attack because military alertness was greatly
relaxed on weekends.

—— 5. Pearl’s wide-open harbor made the use of torpedoes easy.

—— 6. The author chronicles the heroism of both the American and Japanese
fighting forces.

7. Themosttotal loss was the Arizona, on which one thousand men were killed
instantly.

8. After the first wave of Japanese bombers hit, the United States planes were
able to retaliate quickly.

9. After the attack itself, the greatest single danger was from fire and fuel
explosions.

— 10. All military personnel were on or near their ships when the attack came.
— 11. The Japanese mini-subs were the least effective phase of the attack.
12, Admiral Nugumo decided to regroup his forces for a second wave of attacks.

_ 13. The response of the people of Pearl Harbor during and after the attack
showed a typical mixture of the good and bad in human nature.

____ 14. Many military wives did not know for a day or two if their husbands were
dead or alive.

15, Only military personnel were injured by the Japanese attackers.
— 16. Very few service men at Pearl Harbor had their families with them.
_____ 17. After the attack, news and communication were clear and accurate.

— 18. The nearby army and air force installations were unharmed by the Japanese
assault.

— 19. Public opinion in the United States favored immediate retaliation against
Japan.

—— 20. Lackof preparedness was a clearly contributing factor in the effectiveness of
the surprise attack.

©1986 J. Weston Walch, Publisher 150 Great Books
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Day of Infamy by Walter Lord

Answer each of the following in two or three complete sentences.

1. How were the weekend activities around Pearl Harbor on December 6, 1941 typical of
the average military base?

2. What advance reconnaissance had been done by the Japanese intelligence?

3. What is meant by “*fifth column espionage’’? Why was this so feared?

4. How did many of the military dependents show great courage?

5. Why did the Japanese decide to withdraw?

CHALLENGE
Write an essay describing some of the ways that ordinary people showed extraordinary
courage during the assault on Pearl Harbor.

©1986 ]. Weston Walch, Publisher 150 Great Books



