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168  Unit 17: PRONOUN LINKING VERB COMPLEMENTS

PRONOUNS USED AS LINKING VERB COMPLEMENTS

Nominative pronouns are grammatically pre-
scribed, especially in formal writing, after forms of the
verb be: is, am, are, was, were, be, being, been:

This is she. It was L. It must have been they.

About this usage of pronouns, more than any
other, students will say, “It doesn’t sound right!” So
when working through this page with your class, be
sure to have students read the sample and drill sen-
tences aloud to reinforce the sound of correct usage.

LVC-N LV LVE-N

The word nominative implies “has to do with the
subject.” Nominative pronouns used as LVCs “have to
do” with the subject in that they refer back to the
subject — can be used in place of the subject.

Emphasize item 3 in Remember; remind students
about 4 and 5.

Work with the students as they rewrite the Prac-
tice sentences. Have students read correctly completed
sentences aloud.

X% Lve-N LvC-N

1. Ronniew. f_;s@wrnner Hf;mner (Thdwinners were ﬁzmng;_and_;&.__

LVC-N

¢~ N
They couldr’ ym(@losers@losers couldh gbe _siéud; or

2. \_ﬁcoulé’ﬂb__e_@losers

LVvC-N
PV} . SO

LvVC-N A4
3. You and they wero.scorers @scorers were

LV LV(-N LV _LVC-N
4. He was(: puard. 1 was guard

LVeC-N

LVve-N
and
Lye-N

LvC-N
guards were ._;.A&.__ and _L

LVC-N

5. Ellen and she were @robablpnorsrest @norsrgg wg_c robale_EﬂmA‘_

LvC-N

dhe
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Pronouns Used as Linking Verb Complements

KNOW:
1. Linking Verbs (LVs) are:

IS AM ARE WAS WERE BE BEING BEEN
2. A sentence with an LV requires a linking verb complement (LVC).

In a sentence with an LV, the subject and the LVC can trade places and the meaning remains

the same: :
LV LVC-N . LYV LVe-N
Joey was@hdwinner. (Th winner was Joey.

L Lve-Nv . Lve-N
He wj:i@winner. (Tho winner \2’_3§1 he.”  (Label pronouns LVCs LVC-N.)

4. Subjective (nominative) pronouns are used as LVCs and as subjects:
I YOU HE SHE WE THEY

5. Remember polite order in using pronouns in compound LVCs: (first — you; second — he,
she, they, or nouns; last — I, we).

TO BE SURE that you are using the correct pronoun in the LVC position, turn the sentence
around, as in the examples above, and say the pronouns separately with the verb:

The captains will be (he, him) and (me, I).

Obviously incorrect: Him will be . . . Me will be . . .

Obviously correct: He will be . . Iwillbe. ..
LV pLVE-Ny

@Dcaptains will be he and .

PRACTICE: In the sentences below, mark: complete verbs, sggigggs, Edverla label:
LV, LVC-N. In the blanks, write the nouns and/or pronouns to form the linking verb

complement.

1. Ronnie was a winner. He was a winner. The winners were and

2. Wecouldn’t be the losers. They couldn’t be the losers. The loserscouldn’tbe ____or
3. You and they were top scorers. Top scorers were and

4. He was a guard. I was a guard. The guards were and

5. Ellen and she were probably the noisiest. The noisiest were probably ____ and

© 1988, 1997 J. Weston Walch, Publisher Steps to Good Grammar



170  Unit 17: PRONOUN LINKING VERB COMPLEMENTS

USING PRONOUNS AS LVCs — PRACTICE

Occasionally, as students are selecting the correct Also, as in the previous introductory drill, be sure
LVC pronouns, instruct them to reverse the sentence, to have students read correctly completed sentences
using the pronouns as the subject. This may help to aloud to reinforce the sound of correct usage.

establish the “right sound.”

Y ENS
1. @:most Qeogle were ‘M and __/dzﬁ;_ (them, they) (us, we)

\VC-N
2. “players have Ellway]been _%__Land _\M (he, him) (you)

LveC-N

3. ranksters might have been _‘J@f(_ (them, they)
4. aptai nxs__Ja_i (him, he)

LVC-N

v
5. Coul.wmner be __A&L_? (her, she)
L LVC-N~
6. a551stants w1ll be __ML or __\L (I, me) (Trish)
/LVC—N\
7. ®ost Valuable Player wﬂllﬁrobablﬂ be ‘_%au.; . (Lex) (you)
/LVC 'N
8. @@ guests and oyl 9 (we, us) (they, them)
AIVCH Lye-N
9. qilewlfﬁcers are aM% and _YL (me, I)
(Sherry) (you)

LVC NN

10. wmners were _L and . (he, him) (her, she)
LVC -
11. Mﬁnahsts were _ﬂ%;/‘ and __JJAL_/___ (us, we) (them, they)

LVC’ N

LYe-n
12. peakers will be %IML and JL_ (Jean)

(me, I) (you)
LVC-N

13. students[-ertamlﬂ were& ]_Az_/and AL__. (me, I) (he, him)
AVC-N LYC-NS
14. (Thg olunteers were_m M__ nd_ %4 (her, she) (Mike)

, I
(me ). ch »

Lv
15. Coul Eerson be A" (him, he)
LVC-N
16. Waschoxce ﬁ% or e’ 9 (we, us) (them, they)
LVC-N
17. ;&_x students _M and _\L? (her, she) (him, he)
18. @d@ eenagers are andJ____ (Lynn) (me, I) (you)
LVC-
19. [Unfortunately}@loser v‘v'as JA—' (me, I)

ALVE-N~ ave-n

Were~ recipients %QIL /__, and L? (me, I) (Lars)

oo

20.

(=]
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Using pronouns as LVCs — Practice

Instructions: Mark: complete verbs, subjects, [;dverbg label: LV, LVC-N. In the
blanks, using the words in parentheses, write the correct LVC pronouns in polite order.

1. The most surprised people were

and (them, they) (us, we)

2. The best players have always been

and . (he, him) (you)

3. The pranksters might have been

. (them, they)

4. The team’s captain is . (him, he)
5. Could the winner be ? (her, she)
6. The new assistants will be or . (I, me) (Trish)
7. The Most Valuable Player will probably be or . (Lex) (you)
8. Are the only guests and ? (we, us) (they, them)
9. The newly elected officers are , ,and . (me, T)
(Sherry) (you)
10. The contest winners were and . (he, him) (her, she)
11. The doubles finalists were and . (us, we) (them, they)
12. The last three speakers will be , , and . (Jean)
(me, I) (you)
13. The noisy students certainly weren’t and (me, I) (he, him)
14. The only volunteers were , ,and . (her, she) (Mike)
(me, I).
15. Could the mystery person be ? (him, he)
16. Was the pﬁncipal’s choice or ? (we, us) (them, they)
17. Aren’t the best students and ? (her, she) (him, he)
18. Three lucky teenagers are ,and .(Lynn) (me, I) (you)
19. Unfortunately, the loser was ! (me, I)
20. Were the award recipients , , and 7 (me, 1) (Lars)

(you)

© 1988, 1997 J. Weston Walch, Publisher
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172 Unit 17: PRONOUN LINKING VERB COMPLEMENTS

REVIEW DRILL AND FINAL DRILL

You will need one copy of this page for each plements. Therefore, this review drill allows students
student. The top halfis a review drill; the bottom half is to review subject pronouns.
a final drill. The final drill requires students to recognize and
The test on the next page includes nominative use nominative pronouns in both subject and LVC-N
pronouns used as subjects and as linking verb com- positions.
1. mmdlL and J__ were[there]Earlﬂ (me, 1) (Melinda)

Could ‘.M%__ and M/ JE:C@" (we, us) (they, them)
__L and _Yi_ should hstenEnor%Earefull;] (me, I) (he, him)
(you)

[Frequentlﬂé%ﬁ.«éﬁﬁﬂand __L arrivele [arlﬂ (me, I) (my brother)

and € were appointed. (them, they) (we, us)

_eﬁlz__ and __YL_ have been excused. (I, me) (her, she)

Can _%1; and _%L_l_ea_ve [righﬂfnov]? (you) (her, she)
%, /éf/ ,and X/ have agreed[completclg (Sara) (him, he)

(me, I) ~

9. Have ﬁ‘w _.2%% volunteered? (them, they) (you)
10. [Suddenlﬂ _i_ and __‘dﬂ;. ran|i [n_l and sat @ow@ (he, him) (her, she)

w N

© N o v s

1. [Wh)] must L and \% leave Isdjgoor]‘? (me, 1) (you)
A= 7 N NC% e
2. Arfﬁcers _% and _A:L_" (me, I) (Paul) (you)
Lv LYC-N
3. (Thedoubledfinalists are and _.ML_ (them, they) (us, we)
4. . and _Mz___ have been workmgﬁer;}[hard] (us, we) (they, them)
5. [_:Actual }Z[ /7" M students seldo work['o(jﬁl_aucﬂ (us, we)
L VEN LVe-N
6. (As usuaaq volunteers were ) _,‘MZL, and
(me, I) (he, him) (her, she) Iy 'Lv 2N
7. Neither #&(44 nor were winners. (he, him) (you)
We-N=—= LVC-N
8. students v%reEnt] and A (him, he) (she, her)
9. Wil be workmg‘? (them, they) (he, him)

10. @robablﬂ_'%&_ .Aé(@ and AL should leave [ oo-il, (she, her)

(you) (me, I)
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REVIEW DRILL: Pronouns Used As Subjects

Instructions: Mark: verbs,@dverba In the blanks, using the words in parentheses, write the correct
subject words in polite order. Remember, subject pronouns are the same as LVC pronouns.

1. and were there early. (me, I) (Melinda)

2. Could and stay here? (we, us) (they, them)

3. , , and should listen more carefully. (me, I) (he, him)
(you)

4. Frequently and arrive early. (me, I) (my brother)

5. and were appointed. (them, they) (we, us)

6. and have been excused. (I, me) (her, she)

7. Can and leave right now? (you) (her, she)

8. , , and have agreed completely. (Sara) (him, he)
(me, I)

9. Have and volunteered? (them, they) (you)

10. Suddenly, and ran in and sat down. (he, him) (her, she)
NAME DATE 173

PRONOUN LINKING VERB COMPLEMENTS

FINAL DRILL: Pronouns Used As Subjects and LVCs

Instructions: Mark: complete verbs,ﬁidverbg(prep. phrase% label: LV, LVC-N, prep.,
O.P., appos. In the blanks, using the words in parentheses, write the correct subject/LVC words in

polite order.
1. Why must and leave so soon? (me, I) (you)
2. Arethe new officers __ , ,and ?(me, I) (Paul) (you)
3. The doubles ﬁnalist's' are and . (them, they) (us, we)
4. — and have been working very hard. (us, we) (they, them)
5. Actually, ___ students seldom work too hard. (us, we)
6. As usual, the only volunteers were , , and
(me, I) (he, him) (her, she)
7. Neither nor were winners. (he, him) (you)
8. The noisy students weren’t and . (him, he) (she, her)
9. Will or be working? (them, they) (he, him)
10. Probably , and should leave soon. (she, her)

(you) (me, T | @

© 1988, 1997 J. Weston Walch, Publisher Steps to Good Grammar



174  Unit 17: PRONOUN LINKING VERB COMPLEMENTS

This reproducible page contains two copies of Grading scale
one half-page drill/test. Cut each duplicated page -1, 97 -1, 71
in half; give each student one half-page. -2, 93 -8, 73
-3, 90 -9, 70
. -4, 87 -10, 67
d : ’ ’
Suggested grading 5 83 11 63
Grading pronoun choice and order: -6, 80 -12, 60
Sentence Choice Order Points
1 ) i 3 Sentence part identification:
2 2 1 3 1 point for each label above compound LVC-N
3 2 1 3 1 point for underlining each compound subject
4 2 1 3 1 point for underlining each complete verb
2 i ? é 1 point for labeling each linking verb
7 1 3 4
] 2 0 2 Total points 55
9 2 3 3 See page 116 for grading scale.
10 1 3 4
30
We-N Lve-N
1. C]E finalists wxll[probabl;] be ‘2%%_ and UM/ . (us, we) (they, them)
LVC-A
2. , N and _%_areﬁeveatardy (he, him) (her, she) (you)
L R VC-i
3. @' officers are __Jéz_ nd ﬂ (I, me) (he, him)
4, Y and wo have been swimming. (us, we) (them, they)
5. Do _JJML_st onts Ve]work[toq-ﬁaarcﬂ’ (we us)
LY -N
6. losers were %.; and _.ZZ—!%; ou) (them, the
LYC-N LVC- A C-NY)
7. Are _#QM _M A7 (Paul) (I, me) (you)
LVC- N
8. @Enostudents are d_»djiz__ (he, him) (her, she)
9, [Probably-f] , _.L_, and ﬂ’_ should leave [s [oorﬂ (me, 1)
(he, him) (you we-N
10. [Incidentallgf] _%4, _@%_ and _ xJ are.. winners!

(Amy) (you) (me, I)
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PRONOUN LINKING VERB COMPLEMENTS

TEST: Pronouns Used As Subjects and LVCs

Instructions: Mark: complete verbs, subjectsEadverb% label: LV, LVC-N, LVC-A,
appos. In the blanks, using the words in parentheses, write the correct subject/LVC pronouns in

polite order.

1. The doubles finalists will probably be and . (us, we) (they, them)
2. , ,and are never tardy. (he, him) (her, she) (you)
3. The newly elected officers are and . (1, me) (he, him)
4. and have been swimming. (us, we) (them, they)
S. Do______ students ever work too hard? (we, us)
6. The losers were and . (you) (them, they)
7. Are the squad captains , , and ? (Paul) (I, me) (you)
8. The most accomplished students are and . (he, him) (her, she)
9. Probably , , and should leave soon. (me, I)
(he, him) (you)
10. Incidentally, , and are the contest winners!

(Amy) (you) (me, I)

NAME DATE 175

PRONOUN LINKING VERB COMPLEMENTS

TEST: Pronouns Used As Subjects and LVCs

Instructions: Mark: complete verbs, subjects[adverb% label: LV, LVC-N, LVC-A,
appos. In the blanks, using the words in parentheses, write the correct subject/LVC pronouns in

polite order.
1. The doubles finalists will probably be and . (us, we) (they, them)
2 y— ,and are never tardy. (he, him) (her, she) (you)
3. The newly elected officers are and . (I, me) (he, him)
4 : and have been swimming. (us, we) (them, they)
5. Do students ever work too hard? (we, us)
6. The losers were and . (you) (them, they)
7. Are the squad captains , ,and ? (Paul) (I, me) (you)
8. The most accomplished students are and . (he, him) (her, she)
9. Probably , , and should leave soon. (me, I)
(he, him) (you)
10. Incidentally, , , and are the contest winners!
(Amy) (you) (me, I) @
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