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\ LESSON 1: Base Words

| I GOAL: To learn new vocabulary words by breaking long words

into base words

WORDS TO KNOW

base word compound word

Compound Words

Words are made up of different parts. A base word is one kind
of word part. Base words are words that form the main part of
a longer word.

Some words are made up of two base words put together.
These are compound words. Look at this compound word:

homework

The word homeworkis a compound word. It is made up of
the words home and work.

Now look at this compound word:
sunlight

Do you see the two base words? They are sun and light.

B PRACTICE 1: Compound Words
Write the two base words you find in each compound word.

1. speechwriter

2. aftertaste

3. grapevine
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scoreboard

skyscraper

spotlight

peacekeeper

stopwatch
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timeworn

10. windshield

Meanings of Compound Words

You know that a compound word is made up of two base words.
The meaning of the compound word combines the meanings of
the two base words.

Compound words can be long and seem hard. If you can
break the compound word into two shorter words, though, you
can figure out the meaning of the longer word.

Look at the following example:
beekeeper

The word above is long and looks odd—it has a lot of €’s in
a row. If you look closely, however, you see two words: bee and
keeper. Those words aren’t so hard. A beekeeper is someone who
keeps, or raises, bees. (A beekeeper raises bees for their honey.)

Il PRACTICE 2: Meanings of Compound Words
Read the compound words. Based on the meanings of the base
words, write the definition of each compound word.

1. speechwriter
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2. aftertaste

3. grapevine

4. scoreboard

5. skyscraper

6. spotlight

7. peacekeeper

8. stopwatch

9. timeworn

10. windshield

Base Words

Words are made up of different parts. As you have seen, one
kind of word part is called a base word. Two base words together
make a compound word.

Sometimes base words are joined with other word parts. Look
at these examples:

owerful

displeased
[ 5
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The base word in each example is underlined. Other word
parts have been added to each base word to form a longer word.

TIP

The entire base word is not always spelled out in
the longer word. Look at an example: celebration.
Can you find the base word? It is celebrate. Notice
that the final e in the base word celebrate does not
appear in celebration. But you can easily find the
base word in the longer word.

B PRACTICE 3: Base Words
Look at the words below. Write the base word of each
vocabulary word.

=

purify

disconnect

falsely

employer

rewrite

readiness

misunderstand

illegal
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Imprison
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preheat

=
=

admirable

<

exploration

=
w

. dangerous

[
L

fearless

=
[9)

. punishment
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